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Colonel Maclean, after keeping this letter by him for
several months, showed it to the chairman, and deputy-
chairman, and another director in the India House;
and upon their report, the resignation was hurriedly,
yet^ formally, accepted, and a successor to Hastings
was chosen in the person of Mr. Wheler. Further, the
Court of Directors resolved that General Clavering;, as
senior Member of the Council, should occupy the chair
at Calcutta till Mr. Wheler arrived, Mr. Wheler was
accordingly presented to the King, and accepted as the
future Governor General.
The news of these proceedings reached Calcutta on
the 19th of June : they were brought, in what Hastings
calls " a mysterious packet;" and as soon as this
packet was opened, everything was thrown into fresh
confusion. Hastings declared that the Court of
Directors could not accept what he had never given;
that his letter about resigning had been revoked by a
subsequent letter; that Colonel Maclean had no
authority to publish a letter written in the confidence
of friendship, and expressive merely of the mortified
feelings of the moment; that nothing in that letter
amounted to a tender of his resignation, and that, even
if it had, it was annulled by a second, written not many
weeks after, and strongly declaring his intention to
remain at his post, lest British India should be ruined
and lost, by the levity, incapacity, ignorance, and rash-
ness, of Francis and his confederates.
He refused, therefore, to submit to General Clavering's
taking the chair, and summoned the Council to assemble
under his own presidency as before. On the other
hand, Clavering insisted on his right, and summoned
the Council in his own name. Harwell attended the
summons of Hastings, Francis that of Clavering; and
thus, there were in Calcutta two councils, each claiming
the supreme authority. General Clavering and Francis
met at the usual Council-table ; Hastings and Barwell
at the Board of Revenue. The General immediately
proceeded to take the oaths as Governor General,
ad interim, and to deliberate and preside. Hastings
requested the judges of the Supreme Court to attend
him at the Revenue-board, to give him their opinion.
The judges met immediately, but to no purpose; for